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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, July 17, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  Keith DeNoble, “Nova Scotia” 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

George Lepp “Explorers of Light” 
 
This weekend with George Lepp reminded me how important it is to attend conferences regularly.  Events like 
the George Lepp “Explorers of Light” program provide great opportunities to learn new tips, meet new 
photographers, and spend time with others you haven’t seen for a while. 
 
A good number of AOPC members attended the conference and helped with the AOPC information table.  I 
believe everyone at the event stopped by the table to find out more about the club, sign up as new members, or 
just visit.  At the end of day one the club had 99 paid memberships with day two exceeding 100 paid family 
memberships.  What an exciting time to be involved with the club and all the activities the AOPC has to offer. 

OCTOBER AOPC FIELD TRIP PLANS 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH 

FALL COLORS RAILROAD TRIP FROM VAN BUREN TO WINSLOW  
By 

 Nick Dawson  
REMINDER! This trip is planned for Saturday, October 18th, and the train leaves Van Buren at 11:00 

a.m. I have been informed by the railroad company that this trip is usually fully booked by July, so if you are 
interested in coming on this field trip you must book your own seats on the train. The cost is $50.93 per person 
(adult coach class), including tax, and can be booked online at www.vanburentours.com and navigating to the 
“Arkansas and Missouri Fall Foliage Train to Winslow from Van Buren” on the left side of the page. Don’t 
delay and book soon if you are planning to be on this AOPC trip! Mike and Beverley Cooper will be your trip 
leaders and we hope to see you there. 
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AOPC FIELD TRIPS JULY – DECEMBER 2008 
 
 
Monday July 28                  Arkansas Cowboy Association Rodeo 
                                            8 p.m. in Dennard  (near Clinton). 
                                            Leader: James Griffen 
 
Saturday 16 &                     Little Rock River Market “Photo Treasure Hunt”  
Sunday 17                           7 - 9 a.m. both mornings.  
August   Participants choose either day they will take photos  
    of subjects assigned on that day, and a prize will awarded  
    to the winner of the best portfolio (independent judge) 
                                           Leader/Organizer: Nick Dawson 
 
Saturday September 20       Big Lake National Wildlife Refuge (near Blytheville) 
                                           Leader: Harris Lloyd 
 
Saturday October 18          “ Fall Colors” Train Ride  
                                           Take a train ride from Van Buren to Winslow through the 
                                           Boston Mountains of NW Arkansas (needs to be booked a  
                                           long time in advance and train ride is $49-$75 per person) 
                                           OR another fall color trip somewhere in the northwest part  
                                           of the state. 
                                           Leaders: Mike and Beverly Cooper 
 
Saturday 15 &                     Millwood Lake  
Sunday 16                           Thousands of migratory birds including pelicans and two  
November   nature & wildlife trails. 
                                           Leaders: Ernie Decker/Harris Lloyd 
 
Sunday December 7           Garvan Gardens Christmas Lights (evening trip)  
 
Thursday December 18       AOPC Christmas Dinner/Party 
                                           7 p.m., usual monthly meeting place 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH (next page) 
By Bill Branham 

 
This Black-necked Stilt chick was photographed at Cameron Prairie NWR in Spring of 2005.  As adults, 
Black-necked Stilts have the second-longest legs in proportion to their bodies of any bird, exceeded only by 
flamingos.  Multiple Black-necked Stilt nests are typically within one kilometer of a feeding location, and the 
Black-necked Stilt defends an extensive perimeter around groups of nests, patrolling in cooperation with its 
neighbors. The species is actually classified as semi-colonial, since the nests are scattered in loose clusters.  
The nests are frequently established rather close to the water’s edge, so their integrity is affected by rising wa-
ter levels of ponds or tides.  The clutch size is usually three to five eggs with an average of four. For three and 
one half weeks, both sexes take turns incubating the eggs. The young are so precocious that they are seen 
swimming within two hours after hatching and are also capable of rapid land velocity at that early time.  
Despite this early development, the young normally continue to reside in the nest for two days 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black-necked_stilt).  Until I learned of the precocious development of these 
birds, I assumed this little guy had been abandoned.  Now I know it is just starting a normal life and is at least 
2 days old. 



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 
By Bill Branham 
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SHOWING IMAGES AT AOPC MONTHLY MEETINGS 
By Nick Dawson 

 
 All members are welcome to show 10–15 of their images at the monthly AOPC meetings. We have a 
high-quality digital projector (and a virtually unused slide projector!) and we regularly showcase up to 20 
members’ photographs. Please use the following guidelines for image size, etc. 
 
 … 8x10 or larger image size at 150 – 240 dpi 
 … jpeg format only (NO tiff, pdf, gif formats, please) 
 … label your batch of images with your initials as a 2- or 3-letter prefix (eg: NJD1, NJD2, 
       NJD3, NJD4 etc.) 
 … the preferred color space is sRGB for the best rendition of colors on our projector. 
 … bring them on CD, DVD or USB thumb drives only, with NO additional software on  
       the medium you use. 
 
We will also need a new projectionist from February 2009 onwards, so if you feel that you would like to do that 
please let an AOPC board member know.  

 
TIPS AND TIDBITS 

By Ernie Decker 
 

This month’s tip comes from Marty Allen. YOU TUBE has a bunch of Photoshop tutorials on lots of different 
stuff. Just go to youtube.com and you’ll see a listing for Photoshop tutorials. Check them out. Some are better than 
others, but that’s life, isn’t it? 
 
LOSE WEIGHT INSTANTLY—no dieting—no exercise. All you have to do is use the liquefy filter in Photoshop 
or Photoshop Elements to remove those love handles and flabby triceps. Just use a smallish brush, click outside 
the body part and nudge it in a little. If you play with it a little you’ll see what I’m referring to. It’s not 
complicated. 

NEW AOPC MEMBERS 
 
Wow!  We have 47 new members, most of whom joined at the George Lepp seminar June 28 and 29.  Welcome  
to all our new members.  We look forward to seeing you at our meetings! 
 
Robert Bedford  James Faulkner  Sue Johnson  James Shuffiels 
James Bicket   Ronald Finley   Kristin Jones  David Simmons 
Steve Bonds   Charles Flynn   Cathy Lee  Jack Singleton 
Tommy Borchert  Gary Gazette   Janet Lyle  Glenn Smylie 
Deann Campbell  Laura Godwin   Letha Mahan  Rodney Steele 
Tamara Chesshir  Leonard Grinstead  Gary Marshall  Patrick Studer 
Clif Christopher  Barry Hamilton  Mark Musgrave Sandi Teague 
Robert Cowley  Susie Harris   Barry Nichols  Rance Ward 
John Crawford   Kathy Hoffnagle  Patricia Pennington Valerie Wells 
John Daniels   Steve Hopkins   Catherine Redinger Virginia Wiles 
Elissa Douglas   Jan Hudspeth   Ken Robinette  John (JW) Williams 
Corky Egendoerter  John Humphry   Patricia Roe    



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H) 
SECRETARY:  Jean Prince Jean.Prince@suzukifs.com,  351-7539 (C), 821-7815 (W)    
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  940-1370 
             Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu   
FIELD TRIPS:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H)  
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, 851-2126 (H), 837-2196 (C)                           
                 Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     
  

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and  
create a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect.  I usually look at 
several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that looks best to me.  
 

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file, please let Barbara know at 
clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  You will receive the newsletter about a week earlier than the print edition.  This will 
also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
By Jason Crader 

 
In July, Keith DeNoble will present a program about his trip to Nova Scotia.  In August, Nick Dawson will  
present a program on fine art printing.  September’s program will be “fine Art Photography.” 
 
Robert Herron is putting together a slide show for October about the trip to the Great Smoky Mountains.  Robert 
and the other members who went on the trip are  going to contribute photos for the show. I also plan to submit 
some from my most recent trip. 
 
Mike Cooper will be our speaker in November.  He will give a program about travel photography. 
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FOR SALE - Tamrac accessory belt. #5397-med. $24.95 at B&H--I'll take $18.  Also Canon 20D, box and all 
accessories + 512mb Ultra II CF card, $400 OBO.  Call Ernie at 223-2530 or egd5@aol.com 



ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR  72227  

JULY AOPC FIELD TRIP 
MONDAY  JULY 28TH, 2008 

ARKANSAS COWBOY ASSOCIATION RODEO 
 8:00 P.M.   DENNARD, ARKANSAS 

by Nick Dawson 
 

 This month we are going to try something different for our field trip - a rodeo! We will be going to Dennrd, 
north of Clinton, to their monthly 8 p.m. – 10 p.m. rodeo on Monday evening, July 28th. Your trip leader will be 
James Griffin (an AOPC member) who has a lot of experience photographing sports events, and in particular rodeos, 
around the state. James is going up to Dennard earlier in the day and will be setting up his professional lighting 
system for our use. The lighting is triggered by a radio transmitter, and James has graciously said that we can all 
take turns using it. From the quality of photos he has showed at AOPC meetings in the past, this is a rare opportunity 
to get some great action shots. 
 
      You can either meet us at the rodeo grounds shortly before 8 p.m. or meet us at 6:45 pm in the Cracker 
Barrel parking lot at the Highway US 65 exit off I-40 in Conway. We can convoy up to Dennard and carpool to save 
on gas costs. The rodeo grounds are just off US 65 in Dennard. At the Dennard Store, turn right off the highway and 
you are there! 
 
       In our recent survey of AOPC members’ desires for field trips, “action photography” and “not on the 
weekends” were two of the popular replies, so please come on out and experience a new type of AOPC field trip. 
See you there!        If you have any  questions please contact Nick Dawson me at either (501) 221-9118 or 
nickdaw@sbcglobal.net 


