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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, June 19, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  Jim Nowell,  “Way Up North...an Alaskan Adventure” 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 
www.arkphoto.org 

 
MORE THAN JUST A PHOTO  

 
Outdoor photography has provided more than 
just photos to me and Gina.  In our early days 
of photography we would take photos of 
flowers, bugs, animals, birds, trees, and 
reptiles simply for documentation.  Then we 
would research the subjects in reference books 
or online to learn more about them. 
 
Our knowledge of these subjects has greatly 
improved over the years, along with our 
library of reference books.  Each year we 
learned a little more and began seeing patterns 
in migration, behavior and habitat.  This 
knowledge has help plan some types of photos 
we wanted to capture.  These include things 
like when holly berries ripen and the Cedar 
Waxwing feeding frenzies begin.  Or where  
 
 
 

white-tailed deer may be on the first heavy 
frost morning.  It also helps to know when 
wildflowers are blooming in different  
regions. 
 
Categorizing these photos also provides re-
search data.  For example, if we searched on 
the category of Cedar Waxwings, we could 
look at the EXIF information to see what 
dates they were in and around our yard.   
 
The more we photographed and researched 
different subjects, the more we learned 
about them.  In turn the more we learned 
about them, the more we wanted to photo-
graph them in a way that truly captured their 
natural uniqueness. 



By Bill Branham 
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SUMMER READING:  NEW ADDITIONS FOR THE AOPC LIBRARY 
By Karen Russ 

 
As we are all getting ready for our family vacations, the dread of sitting in an airport or staring at the center line 
of the interstate can take over.  Since your vacation is likely to include your favorite hobby of photography, why 
not use up some of that travel time with a book of photography tips?   There are already more than 100 books in 
the collection, plus videos and CDs.  And I have just purchased four new books for the AOPC library that 
should be here before the June meeting. 
 
New additions: 
 

- Scott Kelby’s 7-Point System for Adobe Photoshop CS3 by Scott Kelby 
- Layers: The Complete Guide to Photoshop’s Most Powerful Feature by Matt Kloskowski 
- The Moment it Clicks: Photography Secrets from One of the World’s Top Shooters by Joe McNally 
- Stephen Johnson on Digital Photography by Stephen Johnson 

  
Don’t worry if your trip is going to keep you from attending the next meeting.  There are no overdue fines for 
materials.   Our library works on an honor system and it has worked wonderfully for a decade.  As long as you 
bring the book back after a month or two, I won’t be peering over my glasses, reprimanding you.  Have a 
wonderful summer! 

“TWO DAYS WITH GEORGE LEPP” 
 
Bedford Camera and Video recently announced “Two Days with George Lepp.”  George will be in Little Rock 
on June 28th and 29th, and the AOPC will have a booth at this event.  One day is $69 and two days is $99.  You 
can find more information and purchase tickets at the following link:   
http://www.bedfords.com/GeorgeLeppSeminar.html 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH (next page) 

 

I love dragonflies!   It just would not be summer without these friendly predators flying around.  This Blue 
Dasher was photographed at Beaver Fork Lake just north of Conway, Arkansas, in the summer of 2006.   

It was a difficult shot because I was hand holding my Canon 1D Mk II with the 100mm macro lens close 
enough to achieve 1 to 1 magnification.  This means that the image on the camera sensor was exactly the same 
size as the dragonfly, and any shaking would result in a blurred image.  Depth of field is a mere 2-3 millime-
ters.  For some size reference, note that it is perched on a strand of barbed wire along with some spider web.   

I chose this image because I like the resolution of the marvelous dragonfly eyes.  Dragonflies have excellent 
eyesight due to their eye structure. Their compound eyes have up to 30,000 facets, each of which is a separate 
light-sensing organ to give nearly a 360° field of vision.  Humans have three opsins, or light-sensitive proteins, 
that each absorb a specific color of light such as red, green, or blue. Dragonflies can have up to five opsins, 
which allow them to see ultraviolet light in addition to a wider range of color. Their advanced eyes can also 
detect the polarization of light and see fast-moving images more clearly than humans can. 
(http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0604/feature5/learn.html ).  Despite this fearsome face, dragonflies 
are quite harmless - they have no sting and will not attack or bite.  Mosquitoes are one of their favorite meals 
but they will eat just about any small insect.   



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 
By Bill Branham 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 
Saturday, June 14            Arkansas Trails Day at Pinnacle Mountain State Park 
                                            Leaders: Nick Dawson and Marty Allen 
    (See article on page 1) 
 
Monday, July 28              Arkansas Cowboy Association Rodeo 
                                           8 pm in Dennard  (near Clinton) 
                                           Leader: James Griffin 
 
Saturday & Sunday,        Little Rock River Market “Photo Treasure Hunt”  
August 16 & 17                   7 - 9 a.m. both mornings. Participants will choose which day they will  
    handle  booth set-up and photos, and a couple of prizes will be awarded to  
    the winners.   
                                           Leader/organizer: Nick Dawson 
 
Saturday, Sept. 20             Big Lake National Wildlife Refuge (near Blytheville) 
                                           Leader: Harris Lloyd 
 
Saturday, October 18      “ Fall Colors” Train Ride 
                                          Take a train ride from Van Buren to Winslow through the Boston   
             Mountains of NW Arkansas                                            
                                          Leaders: Ernie Decker and Nick Dawson 
 
Saturday & Sunday,          Millwood Lake, Ashdown, AR 
November 15 and 16          Thousands of migratory birds including pelicans and two nature & wildlife  
             trails. 
                                          Leaders: Ernie Decker and Harris Lloyd 
 
Sunday, December 7        Garvan Gardens Christmas Lights (evening trip)  
 
 

AOPC JUNE FIELD TRIP 
By Nick Dawson 

 
 This month’s field trip will be in conjunction with Arkansas Trails Day. This year the Trails Day event will 
be held on Saturday, June 14, at Pinnacle Mountain State Park (west parking lot), and more than 20 clubs and 
organizations will be participating. AOPC will have a booth at the event with literature about the club and 
demonstrations of photo equipment. AOPC President Marty Allen will give a presentation on outdoor photography 
and AOPC during the later part of the morning (exact time to be decided).  
 
 AOPC will co-lead two hikes with the Arkansas Master Naturalists Club: around the Kingfisher Trail at 
9:30 a.m. and the new West Base Trail at noon. There will be food, music, demonstrations, and other hiking/biking/
canoeing events going on throughout the day.  The event will run from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm.  Additional information 
about the schedule is available at http://www.arkansas-trails-day.org/schedule.htm 
 
 Come on out with your families and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow outdoor photographers and other trail 
users from around the state and region. 



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H) 
SECRETARY:  Jean Prince Jean.Prince@suzukifs.com,  351-7539 (C), 821-7815 (W)    
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
  Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu 
FIELD TRIPS:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H)  
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, 851-2126 (H), 837-2196 (C)                           
                 Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     
  

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and  
create a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect.  I usually look at 
several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that looks best to me.  
 

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file, please let Barbara know at 
clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  You will receive the newsletter about a week earlier than the print edition.  This will 
also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
By Jason Crader 

 
The speaker for our June club meeting will be Jim Nowell, who will present “Way Up North...an Alaskan  
Adventure.”  In July, Keith DeNoble will present a program about his trip to Nova Scotia. 
 
I've also confirmed a speaker for our October club meeting. Robert Herron is putting together a slide show about 
the trip to the Great Smoky Mountains.  Robert and the other members who went on the trip are  going to  
contribute photos for the show. I also plan to submit some from my most recent trip. 
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TIPS AND TIDBITS 
by Ernie Decker 

 
An often overlooked adjustment in Photoshop or Elements is the midtone slider in the levels adjustment. 
Everyone tells you to bring the highlight and shadow sliders in until they touch the “mountain,” but they never 
mention the midtone slider sitting there by itself in the middle.  It won’t work for all images, but often you can 
make a background a little darker by just moving that slider a little bit. It doesn’t take much, ‘cause you don’t 
want to affect your main subject. But as with most things in Photoshop, a little goes a long way. 
 
Here’s another thing that is overlooked at times. Of course, some of our new members might not even know 
about it. That is – our club library. We are lucky to have a professional librarian, Karen Russ, who keeps our 
library VERY up-to-date. We have many new books covering just about everything to do with digital imaging. 
Want to know what color management is?  We got it.  Lightroom?  We got it.  Printing with newer pigment 
inkjets?  We got it. We’ve even got DAM. Go look it up in our library! 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE PHOTO CONTEST 
 
The National Wildlife Federation ‘s38th annual 
photo contest deadline is fast approaching.   
The grand prize is $5,000.  The deadline for  
submissions is July 1.  For details, go to 
 http://www.nwf.org/photozone 

FOR SALE 
 

Tamrac accessory belt. #5397-med. $24.95 
at B&H--I'll take $18. 223-2530 or 
egd5@aol.com 


