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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, May  15,  2008, 7:00 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  George Lauster, Master Naturalists Club 
 

FIELD TRIP:  Memphis Botanic Garden, Saturday, May 24 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

FUN WITH A POINT-AND-SHOOT 
 
          One of my favorite cameras is the compact 
Canon PowerShot that I carry in my pocket most all of 
the time.  It’s convenient, lightweight and quick to 
operate.   There are several photographs that would 
never have been captured had it not been for this little 
camera.  
 
          It’s important to apply good photography skills 
as you would with a larger DSLR.  Just because it is 
small and quick doesn’t mean you should skip good 
practices.  Use a tripod or stable rest; this will help 
ensure sharpness as with the larger cameras.  Turn on 
the histogram in your display, pay attention to     
 

exposure, and manually adjust as necessary.  Use the 
macro setting for very close subjects and the infinity 
setting for landscapes.   
 
          The point-and-shoot is handy in the corporate 
world as well.  I use it to document equipment, con-
struction projects, and whiteboard sessions.  Make 
sure to check your company policy on the use of 
cameras.  Some companies may require you to have a 
special use permit before you can even carry a cam-
era on site, including camera phones.  The best place 
to search camera policies is generally the company 
website. 

MAY 17 th AOPC TRIP CANCELLED! 
by Nick Dawson 

 
The planned AOPC field trip to Russellville to photograph the Tri-Peaks bicycle criterion race on Saturday, 
May 17, has been cancelled due to the race date, format  and location having been changed. The field trip to the 
Memphis Botanical Gardens on Saturday, May 24, is still on, however. Please see the related article in this 
newsletter. 
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MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   
 

The AOPC board meeting was held at 2:00 p.m. April 13,  2008, at Barnes & Noble Café, Little Rock, AR 
Attendees:  President Marty Allen, Vice-president Nick Dawson, Treasurer Ron Russ, Librarian Karen Russ, 
Newsletter Editors Barbara Wright and Ernie Decker, Secretary Jean Prince, and Programs Chairmen Jason 
Crader and Max Baker. 
 
2008 Executive Board Meeting Schedule 
 
8/17 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Barnes & Noble Cafe 
11/16 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Barnes & Noble Cafe 
 
Recent Presentations 
 
The group discussed the following events. 
 

04/19/08 LR Zoo Contest and Presentation – Setup on Friday, 4/18 beginning at 3:30 p.m. with  
  awards and Outdoor Photography presentations on Saturday, 4/19. 
 
06/14/08 Arkansas Trail Days – The club will have a booth and do an Outdoor Photography pres- 
  entation on the main stage. 
 
06/28-29/08 George Lepp Seminar – The club will have a booth during this two-day event.  Member 
  ships for new members joining at the event will be free for the remainder of 2008.   

 
Field Trips 
 
The May 17th Tri Peaks Bike Race field trip has been cancelled due to changes by the race committee. 
 
Nick will provide a special article for the October 18th train trip for members to schedule and reserve their own 
tickets quickly. 
 
Guest Speakers 
 
The following speakers are confirmed:  
  
 August:  Nick Dawson “Fine Art Printing;”   
 September:  Name TBD - “Fine Art Photography.”   
 
There are other tentative speakers being confirmed for the remainder of 2008. 
 
Newsletter 
 
A letter will be sent to previous members encouraging them to continue with the club.  The newsletter will be 
mailed only to paid members beginning in May. 
 
Use of photos submitted during Open Projector will be requested via email for any photo or photos the club 
wishes to use in the newsletter, web site or other promotional material. 
 
         
           see MINUTES on page 6 
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PHOTOGRAPHING NIAGARA FALLS: 4 W’s and an H 
By Karen Russ 

Photographs by Barbara Wright 
 
A few meetings back I commented on having grown up 20 miles from the mighty roar of Niagara Falls.  That has led 
to several requests regarding advice on photographing the area.  Here is the short version of “what, where, when, why, 
and how;” not necessarily in that order.  I’ll leave the “who” up to you.  
 
What? 
Most folks are aware of the two major cascades, the American and Horseshoe Falls.  There are several smaller ones, 
the best known being the Bridal Veil Falls.  The larger falls are immense and offer incredible panoramic opportunities.  
The smaller ones offer a unique chance to freeze the motion of the water.  All of them offer rainbows on a regular ba-
sis.  The Horseshoe Falls is known for a double rainbow.  If you capture that, be proud of yourself.  It’s not easy. 

 
When? 
Every season is perfect for visiting Niagara Falls.  I would recommend basing your decision on the type of weather 
you like.  Obviously, winter is going to be a bit nippy, but the ice on the trees, railings, and rocks provides wonderful 
black-and-white images.  Spring offers a wide variety of flowering bulbs and migrating birds.  Fall provides beautiful 
colors on the trees in the surrounding parks.  Of course, summer is everyone’s preferred time.  That’s probably why it 
is my least favorite.  The area is mobbed with tourists, and that means very little room for tripod legs.  One advantage 
to a summer visit is the ability to get closer to the brink of the Horseshoe Falls on the American side.  Because of the 
steep incline, it is closed during the icy winter months, which in Western New York can be from mid-October to Me-
morial Day, depending on Mother Nature’s whim. 
 
And “when” includes time of day, too.  Year ‘round, the cataracts are illuminated each night, using white and colored 
spotlights.  The color schemes change based on holidays and local events.  Be sure to take an evening stroll along the 
river to enjoy this unique view. 
            continued on next page 

Horseshoe Falls 



(Continued from page 3) 
 
Where? 
The falls themselves can be viewed and photographed from numerous places.   To truly appreciate Niagara Falls, 
you need to see it from both sides of the river, which means a trip to Niagara Falls, Canada.  Remember that as of 
January 31, 2008, all U.S. citizens are required to present proof of citizenship and a government-issued photo ID 
to cross the border. (For details, consult the U.S. Customs and Border Protection website as follows: 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/ ) 
 
Niagara Falls State Park in New York offers the best access to all the falls and the rapids above the American 
Falls.  A trip around Goat Island offers several places where you can take wonderful close-up shots of the roaring 
river.  The Canadian side offers a better view of the larger falls for scenic panoramic shots. 

American Falls 

In addition to the sidewalks along the gorge and through the parks, there are several fun means of getting unique 
views of the falls.  If you want a close-up view, a tour through the Cave of the Winds is a great way to see the 
falls from below.  The boardwalk allows you to shoot upward and get some interesting shots of the water crash-
ing over the American Falls.  The Maid of the Mist will provide a boat trip to the base of the Horseshoe Falls, or 
as close as the gigantic rocks will allow.  In both cases, be prepared for a wet lens.   Rain ponchos are provided 
for you but not for your equipment. 

continued on next page 
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(Continued from page 4) 
 
For those who prefer a dry view, the towers might be the way to go.  If you still want to see the mighty Niagara from 
below the falls, the Niagara Falls Observation Tower on the American side is the spot.  While it is farther away, you 
will stay dry and get wide shots of both falls.  If you prefer a shot from above and cannot afford the helicopter flight, 
try the Skylon or Minolta Towers in Canada.  The view from over 500 feet up offers wonderful panoramic shots of 
the entire area, from Niagara Falls to the mouth of the Niagara River at Lake Ontario. 
 
While the cascading river is incredible, there are several other beautiful parks and attractions nearby that will pro-
vide additional wonderful photographic opportunities.  Now that you have traveled all that way, take time to visit 
places like the Floral Clock, or the Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens & Butterfly Conservatory.  Or photograph the 
Whirlpool Rapids from the Whirlpool Aero Car, high above the lower Niagara River.  All of these are in Canada. 
 
Several of these attractions have fees, but do not worry about getting currency converted.  American money is easily 
used on the Canadian side of the river and frequently the exchange at the stores is better than that at banks.   
For numerous other suggestions and details about hours and admission fees, visit the Niagara Parks website at  
http://www.niagaraparks.com/ 
 
How? 
This is the easiest question to answer: just about any way you want!  The area offers so much to photograph that it 
can be done with any camera, from your sister’s cell phone to the most expensive body you own.  The gardens offer 
beautiful macro opportunities and the rainbows over the cataracts will test your best wide angle lens.  Depending on 
the time of day, a circular polarizer or neutral density filter might be desirable.  Evening shots offer a variety of op-
tions for long exposures.   
 
Why? 
Do I even need to address this?  Does any photographer need a “why” for taking pictures?  Because it’s there!   
I hope you get a chance to enjoy the beauty of Niagara Falls some day. 

Horseshoe Falls 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE MONTH 

Photos by Jean Prince 

Photos by Marty Allen 

Editor’s note:  Since a notice was published in the March newsletter advising members that “photos submitted for 
the AOPC Open Projector may be used for the AOPC newsletter, web site, and/or club presentations unless other-
wise noted in writing by the photographs’ owners,” some members have expressed concern about this policy.  As 
a result, the board recently decided to rescind the policy, and photos will be used only with the express permission 
of the individual members.  As before, all photographs will remain the property of the original photographers. 
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Photos by Barbara Wright 



 
MAY FIELD TRIP 

By Jim Hughes 
 
The May 2008 AOPC field trip to Memphis Botanic Garden is scheduled for Saturday, May 24, 2008.  The garden 
opens at 9:00 am and closes at 6:00 p.m.  We will meet at the south end of the commuter parking lot (intersection 
of  I-430 and I-630) and leave at 7:00 a.m. to travel to Memphis, Tennessee.  That should put us there fairly close 
to opening time.   
 
Cost for the admission to the garden is $5.00 for general admission and $4.00 for those who are 62 and above.   
For those who have a membership to Garvan Gardens in Hot Springs, admission to Memphis Botanic Garden is 
free because both gardens are members of the American Horticultural Association and they participate in a recip-
rocal admissions program. 
 
Here is what we can expect to be in bloom at this time of year: the roses should be in bloom as well as azaleas, the 
butterfly garden (butterfly bushes and such), flowering herbs, and numerous perennials. 
 
There is a picnic area, so anyone who wants to may bring a picnic lunch.   There is also a small cafe/deli that serve 
soups, sandwiches, and salads. 
 
Here is a link to the website  http://www.memphisbotanicgarden.com/  
 
If anyone has any questions, they can email me at jim-hughes-photos@sbcglobal.net or call me at 501-317-5339. 
  

MID-AMERICA PHOTOGRAPHY SYMPOSIUM 
 

Details of this May 17-18 event appeared in the April newsletter.  The newsletter can be viewed on our website 
www.arkphoto.org.  

TIPS AND TIDBITS 
By Ernie Decker 

 
If you have thought about calibrating your monitor but just don’t know if you need to or not, here is an article that 
helps explain (along with a bunch of other stuff, too) why you need to calibrate. The diagram is really enlighten-
ing. And don’t forget, another benefit of club membership is that we have a Spyder 2 calibrator you can check out 
to do your calibration with. You don’t have to buy one. 
http://www.digitaldog.net/files/RodneyPPAPresentaiton2007.pdf 
 
Many people use Lightroom, and if you do I’d guess you know that Adobe has a V2 beta out now. Here are a cou-
ple of videos that explain the new features and ways to use them. This first takes a while to load;  I didn’t think 
anything was happening until all of a sudden it started. 
http://creativesuitepodcast.com/index.php?post_id=323482 
 
This next one really has three parts. This link is to the middle part about the develop module. At the end of the link 
you’ll notice it ends with p02/. Change the 02 to 01 and 03 to get the other two videos. 
http://www.workshopsondemand.com/ps_lightroom/lrb2_p02/ 

“TWO DAYS WITH GEORGE LEPP”  
 
Bedford Camera and Video recently announced “Two Days with George Lepp.”  George will be in Little Rock on 
June 28th and 29th, and the AOPC will have a booth at this event.  One day is $69 and two days is $99.  You can 
find more information and purchase tickets at the following link:   http://www.bedfords.com/
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         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H) 
SECRETARY:  Jean Prince Jean.Prince@suzukifs.com,  351-7539 (C), 821-7815 (W)    
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
FIELD TRIPS:  Nick Dawson nickdaw@sbcglobal.net  221-9118 (H)  
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, 851-2126 (H), 837-2196 (C)                           
                 Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     
  

 
AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and  
create a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect.  I usually look at 
several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that looks best to me.  
 

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file, please let Barbara know at 
clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  You will receive the newsletter about a week earlier than the print edition.  This will 
also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

 

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP PLANS 
FALL COLORS RAILROAD TRIP FROM VAN BUREN TO WINSLOW  

By Nick Dawson 
  

Yes, we are already planning our October field trip! The reason for the very far forward planning is because 
the trip involves a popular rail trip from Van Buren to Winslow through the Boston Mountains during fall “leaf sea-
son.” The trip is planned for Saturday, October 18th, and the train leaves Van Buren at 11:00 a.m. I have been in-
formed by the railroad company that this trip is always fully booked up by June or July, hence the early warning. If 
you are interested in coming on this field trip you must book your own seats on the train. The internet rate is $48.95 
per person (adult coach class) including tax, and can be booked online at www.vanburentours.com and navigating to 
the “Arkansas and Missouri Fall Foliage Train to Winslow from Van Buren” on the left side of the page.  

Don’t delay;  book soon if you are planning to be on this AOPC trip!   For those who might not want to 
take the 3-hour train ride from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., downtown Van Buren has some lovely Victorian architecture and a 
quaint shopping area and would make a nice photo location.  Mike and Beverley Cooper will be your trip leaders, and 
we hope to see you there. 
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ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR  72227  

MINUTES  from page 2 
 
Treasurer 
 
The current balance was $3,443.21 at this meeting.  As of this meeting there are 75 paid 2008  
memberships.  This increased by 21 new members since the February 17th executive meeting. 
 
Library  
 
No updates 
 
Other business 
 
The new AOPC banners are expected the week of April 14th and will be used at the Little Rock Zoo contest. 
 
The following changes were made to the AOPC membership form. 

o Ron’s address to mail form and dues 
o Newsletter preference of e-mail or U.S. mail 

 


